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Introduction

Arizona’s Instrument to Measure Standards Alternate (AIMS A), administered by the Arizona
Department of Education (ADE), measures what students know and are able to do in the content areas
of mathematics, reading, and science as presented in the Arizona Alternate Academic Standards.
Students will receive test reports with specific information detailing their progress toward meeting the
standards. Schools will receive test reports with information on students’ progress that can be used to
identify strengths and focus on weaknesses in their curriculum and instructional strategies.

Each District or Charter Special Education Director is responsible for overseeing testing for all schools
within the district or for all schools under the same charter. Special Education Directors will designate
the Test Administrators. This AIMS A Test Administration Directions guide provides instruction for the
proper handling of test materials and administration of the AIMS A.

The AIMS A manuals are available on the ADE Assessment Web page:
http://www.ade.state.az.us/ess/SpecialProjects/aims-a/.
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Overview of 2009 AIMS A Test

The expectation of the Arizona Department of Education is to develop fair and reasonable assessments
for all students. Special education leaders, assessment experts, and other professionals in the special
education field provided input related to potential enhancements for the AIMS A. As a result, the 2009
AIMS A will have the following features.

e Three item types in each content area of mathematics, reading, and science.
Multiple Choice Items — Online test items.
Performance Tasks — Standardized constructed response items which are scored on
standardized data sheets. Each score point has specified responses.
Rater Items — Constructed response items specific to the student’s environment which
are scored using the 1-4 point rubric.
e Enhanced accessibility options which allow for the use of any augmentative devices that
mimic a keyboard (i.e., Dynovox; Big Mac).
e Redesigned online appearance.
e Increased monitoring by the ADE to increase validity and reliability.

Responsibilities of Test Administrator

The Test Administrator is responsible for correctly administering the AIMS A to eligible students. This
includes properly entering students into the AIMS A system accessed through Common Logon,
administering the test as directed in this manual, properly handling test materials, and adhering to all
deadlines.

Responsibilities of the Test Administrator include:

Before Testing
attending training;
reading the Test Administration Directions;
verifying students’ IEP information;
obtaining a valid user name and password for Common Logon with access to Alternate
Assessment;
entering student data information into AIMS A online program;
printing all forms.
During Testing
[ properly administering each test section;

OO0 O0O0004

[0 adhering to testing deadlines;
O secure all test materials, including data sheets.
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After Testing
[ reporting any testing incidents to Special Education Director;

O printing all reports before the system closes; and
[ submitting all test materials, including data sheets to Special Education Directors.

Arrangements Prior to Test Administration

Test administrators will need to ensure that they have:
e current student data information;
e working user names and passwords for Common Logon with access to Alternate Assessment;
e computers for students for test administration; and
e downloaded and gathered data sheets and test materials.

AIMS A Test Administration Timeline

AIMS A must be administered during the dates shown below. It is the responsibility of the Special
Education Director to communicate this schedule to the appropriate schools and district personnel,
including Test Administrators, and to the students and parents/guardians. Please make sure you are
aware of all deadlines. Any changes will be sent out via listserv and posted on the ADE website.

Event Timeframe
Complete November
Password Request Form.
Submit December
Tuitioned-Out Student Form
Submit December
Multiple Choice Reset Form
Complete January 7" - 31"
Student Verification
Conduct February 15" — March 31%
Test Administration
Submit April 1% - 30"
Final Data Submission/Closeout
Print Please check listserv during May for dates.
Student Reports

Please note all dates are subject to change. Notification will be sent via listserv and posted on the ADE
website at http://www.ade.state.az.us/ess/SpecialProjects/aims-a/.
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Student Eligibility Requirements

In order to be considered for alternate assessments, students must meet all of the following criteria:

1. Evidence of a Significant Cognitive Disability: Empirical evidence (formal testing results,

multidisciplinary evaluation team results, etc.) of a significant cognitive disability that prevents

the acquisition of the Arizona Academic Standards. The student must meet the definition of

Significant Cognitive Disability (SCD). See information at

http://www.ade.state.az.us/ess/SpecialProjects/aims-a/.

2. Intensity of Instruction: It is extremely difficult for the student to acquire, maintain, generalize,

and apply academic skills across environments even with extensive/intensive, pervasive,

frequent, and individualized instruction in multiple settings.

3. Curricular Qutcomes: The goals and objectives in the student’s IEP focus on enrolled grade-

level Alternate Arizona Academic Standards (www.ade.az.gov/standards, click on AIMS A).

Student Demographic Information

Special Education Directors are responsible for training Test Administrators in the correct use of all

student information fields in the AIMS A online system found in Common Logon. Student identification

includes the following.

SAIS ID

Date of Birth

Gender

Enrollment History

Disability Category

Document Adaptations used during the assessment

Please ensure that all information is correct in SAIS prior to entering the student into Common Logon.
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Required Test Materials

Each test Administrator will need:
e Common Logon Password with access to Alternate Assessment
e Computers for student multiple choice questions
e Downloaded Data Sheets
e Downloaded Materials
e AIMS A Test Security Agreement
e AIMS A Test Administration Directions Manual

Adaptations and Instructional Strategies

Some students taking the general assessment (AIMS) are allowed accommodations. Accommodations
are specific practices and procedures that provide students with equitable access during instruction
and assessment. Students with a Significant Cognitive Disability (SCD) require much more intensive
instructional support which is provided through instructional adaptations. Significant adaptations and
best practice strategies are necessary to develop an instructional environment to meet the unique
abilities of students with a SCD. Instructional adaptation strategies, like accommodations, should be
implemented during daily instruction. Only those adaptations and instructional strategies used
consistently during instructional activities should be made available to the students with a SCD being
assessed on AIMS A.

Any instructional adaptations or strategies can be used to support the student with a SCD as long as
the student indicates the response choice. The following are suggested adaptations and instructional
strategies; however, this is not an exhaustive list.

Instruction and Testing Adaptations Instructional Strategies

Test session can spread across | Symbolic/Picture system Visual/verbal/physical cues

multiple days

Read passages or any test Use of picture/object system | Hand over hand assistance

item/describe graphics

Adaptive calculators Use of a switch Models/Sample

Number line Line drawings Use of manipulative, cubes,
blocks, etc.

Modified text Magnifier Highlight or mark key phrases,
words or letters.

Alphabet line Graph paper Practice testing format

Small group or one on one Use of objects Sign Language

testing
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Administering AIMS A to Students with Visual Impairments

Students who take the AIMS A may have visual impairments that affect their ability to see text and
images on a computer monitor. Because the multiple choice portion of AIMS A is web-based, students
with visual impairments who require screen reading or magnifying software (Window Eyes, JAWS, etc.)
will be able to use whatever software they typically use to access AIMS A.

Not all students with visual impairments need special software. They may benefit from the built-in

accessibility features that are standard on computers. Consider the follow features to enhance your
students’ access to the AIMS A.

Universal Accessibility Options

Windows XP
There are two ways to get to the magnifier:

1. Hold down the Windows key, and at the same time press the U key.

This will bring up Utilities Manager.

14 agrifier is not iunning
Marratar is not running

On-Sereen Keyboard is not running

Optiahs for Magnifier

[ Start automatically when | Jog in
[ Start automatically when | lack my desktop
[ Start automatically when Utility Manager starts

Hep | [ ok | [ Caneel |

2. Select magnifier and then click start. " —

OrSereen Keyboard is not running

Optiong for Magnitier
o
T T
[ [evememetnatically when | Jog in

[] Start automatically when | lock my deskiop
[ Start automatically when Uity Manager stars

Hep | [ ok ] [ cancel

Or, try...

1. Go to Start menu, then Control Panel. Accessibility Options

)

2. Select Accessibility Options.
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3. Once you are in the Accessibility Options window,

click on Magnifier located on the left
hand side.

4. Select the appropriate magnification
for your student.

Accessibility Dptions

See Also
E Magnifier
=) ©On-Screen Kevboard P i c k a tas k

o

B8 Magnifier Settings

Magnification level:

Tracking
Fallaw mouse cursar

Fallow keyboard facus
Follow text editing
Presentation

[ Invert calars

[ Start Minimized

Show M agnifier

Your school district system administrator may have your access to these features restricted. If you are
not able to get to the accessibility features, contact your campus or school IT professional immediately

and request access to these features.

Windows VISTA
There are two ways to get to the magnifier:

1. Hold down the Windows key,
and at the same time press the U key. A
popup will appear.

2. Select quick access to common
tools, then select start magnifier.

- g e Tl e s LT ST EHET EIE
- [
'+ Coniral Panel » Ease of Arcess Center w4y /! o)
o -

Make your computer easier to use

Quick access to commen tools
Wou can uie the tesis i L sestron to help you get itarted,
Windoves can read and scan this fnt sutomaticaBy. Press the SPACEBAR to select the
eghhghted tost,
| Alygays read this section aloud (4] Alveays scan this sectign

£ start Magnifier W Start Narrator L

& stant On-Screen Keyboard I Setup High Contrast

‘7 Mot sure where to start? (et pecommendations tn make your compater easies ta use

Explore all settings
When you velest 5, they il autematscally start each g .

'* Use the computer without & display
Optimize for blindness

Optimize viswal display

Use the camputer without s meuse or keyboard

St up ahernathee input deices
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3. When the magnifier box pops up,
select presentation, and select scale.

4, Now choose the scale factor that is

appropriate for the student (from 2X to 16X).

- . v

[T Invert cola_1% |i] .
31 Start Magnifier
-

Make your computer easier to use
Comimands  Help

Option Quick access to common tools

B Minjmze on Starup ‘Windows can read and scan this ist automatically. Press the SPACEBAR to select the
highlighted tool.

Presentation 7| Always read this section aloud

Scale factor: [_2x -

Thwet eala_L

7] Always scan this section

&l startMagnifier Wi StartMarrator
ipocked 3y ?

Dock posiior = StarrOn-Screen Keyboard | Setup High Contrast

Tracking 2 Not sun wheretostart? Get recommendations to make your computer eas

.

i
¥ Fallow ma

] Fallow ey 1y Explore all settings
] Follow fed L2% When you select these settings, they will sutcmatically start each time you lag on.
I

e o er without a disply

|15 = Optiize for blindness

Mske the computer easier to see
Optimize visual disglay

Use the computer without & mouse or keyboard

Or try...

1. Select Start menu, and choose Control Panel.
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Sal Magnifier

-:I‘-—Ehg

File Caommands Help

Optian

[&] Minimize on Startup

Presentation

Scale factor: | 2x
[ Invert calars
[F] Docked

Tracking

[¥] Follow maouse cursar

Fallow text editing

Fallow kevboard focus

[ Help

| [ Hide

“

-

|
£

|
X

A
€Y

0‘_’

o
=

Iml

O
=3
@
=

»

Internet

Internet Explorer
E-
M

ft Office Outlook

Microsoft Office OneNote 2007

Pointix Scroll+«

Welcome Center

Windows Photo Gallery
Microsoft Office Word 2007
Microsoft Office Access 2007
Systerm Update

Windows Media Player
Windows Media Center

Windows Ultimate Extras

Microsoft Office SharePoint Designer
2007

All Programs

Andrew

Documents

Pictures

Mousic

Games

Recent Items

Connect To

ntrol Panel

Default P

Help and Support

earch 0




Mac

2. Select Ease of Access Center,
and then Optimize Visual Display

3. Then select Make things on the screen
larger.

4. Next check turn on magnifier and click
apply.

Austcfley  Bachupand  Balocher
Hindasis Beoue . DiveBn.,  Dowaces

Make the computer sasier to ses
Wiken o tabect tvese settsga, they well sutomatically start siech tme you log on.

High Contrast

Chepsa s High Comtrant eales scheme
) Tuem £ o off High Contrast whes [eft ALT + left SHIFT « PRINT SCREEN in peessedt
Whan ubing beybased themeues ts tumm Ente of Lecest semagt on:

i o Drsplay g

) Make & sound when tuming & setting en ot off

Hear test and descriptns ead alowd
Tigm or Nasrator

Maerator seadds wbud wooy et 60 the screen. Vou will need spasten.
T g Auss Descrpbion
Hiear descnptioes of what s happenng in adeos (when ailabie).
Muake things on the screen liges
W Changethe sige of test and icees

7 Turm e Magiias

Nagrafa socen in anywhere on the soeen, and mak: ares larges, ¥
Magrabies arcesnd, lock & in one place, o rrsie i

5. When the magnifier box pops up, choose the correct scale.

1. Open the Apple Menu and select
System Preferences.

2. Select Universal Access.

: = x x
B8O System Prefy =X
. =
w = Q@ O
Show All Displays Sound Network Startup Disk
Personal
E M o g e LA
Desktop Dack General International  Login ltems My Account  Screen Effects
Hardware
e = [ Q
9 e = o o/
CDs &DVDs  ColorSync Displays Energy Keyboard & Sound
Saver Mouse
Internet & Network
lnu:n:: Network QuickTime Shasing
System
K @ & @ § (@
Accounts Classic Date & Time  Software Speech Startup Disk | Universal
Update Access
—
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3. Turn Zoom on.

Click the option tab to select the scale.

(You can also change the display to
white text on a black background
and change the contrast.)

Web Browser Accessibility
Internet Explorer

Ut ALESS
Sz &1 o

When wsing this computer, | would like assistance withc
[SSesieg® Huarimg = Keyowand | Meuse

VoiceOver: Tum voiceOver on or off: BF5
On =08 Dhen TENDe
Turn zoam on or off: (8

- Zoam in: 8=
On SOf Zoom out: B~

Dovions

= Black on White Use grayscale
White on Black

EnBance COMrast B
Mermal Mazimum

Reduce contrast: 87C~,
Increase contrast: 870 ~, T

_ Enable access for assistive devices

Using the View menu in Internet Explorer, you can enlarge the text on your screen to make the AIMS A
easier to read. On the Internet Explorer menu bar, select View. Point to Text Size. In the Text Size list,
select the text size that best meets your student’s needs.

Firefox

Using the View menu in Firefox, select Zoom. Select Zoom In to enlarge, or select Zoom text only.

Peripheral Devices

Interactive White Boards or LCD projectors may be used. If you have a mouse with a scroll wheel, hold

down the Ctrl (Control) button in the lower left hand corner of the keyboard and roll the scroll wheel

on the mouse forward to magnify or backwards to reduce the size.

Test Administration Directions
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Test Administration

AIMS A is accessed through Common Logon on the ADE Website.

1. Log onto the internet and the ADE website. — << < [ B
http://www.azed.gov/ o

& - B =y~ |ioF Page - {L3F Tools ~

@ sSite Index Click Here

. xevwore seanc: NGNS
2. Click on Common Logon. e
NEWS & EVENTS

10-08-2008: Arizona Schools Chief Tom Horne R2
LEARMNS Frofiles

10-01-2008: Horne Releases Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
For Arizona Schools

ation - Windows Internet Explorer

|4 s . ez qoviCommenLoonfogor. s a4 |

3' Enter yOUF it Vew Favotes Tols Hep @conert + [seet
Username and Password. e =

5t Page - {0 Took

COMMOR LOGON

The gateway to secure data transactions and information

Username: l:l

ease note that our web pages have rew fundionalizy whizh will log you out and take you back to this page if your session remains idle for 2o long a period of dme.

& have changed our practicas regarding passwords and user aczounts. Click here “or Curren: Password Process.

you have lost your password Cick heve.

1 [aurch an application the usar must nzve a valid username and password and mus: agres that, by using that username and passward, they wil abide by the ADE Acceptable Use Palicy.

1 quastions related to Common Logon acccunt, please contact tha ACE Supaort Center 3t (602) 542-7378 if you are in the Phoeni zrea. Qutside the Phoenix area (865) 577-9636 or E-mil
tterprise@ads.az.qov. Or Click heve fer more information.

etk the MIS 3ulletin Board for the latest news and informat on.

4. Then, click on Alternate Assessment.

Baw B v eege s Dhiesk s T

COMMON LOGON

# LEA Frofile
# SaisOnline
# Student Detail Transaction Histary

M: Information Services, All Rights Reserved
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5. Enter your District or Charter CTDS number.

e - Windows [nternet Explorer - A

.\xw" I de.az.gov/C L hoice aspx?strAppInfo=3F 15E46. ‘??16‘17WCE‘IFB»\TAFEDDTCD‘BE%DDIEBSGIBF‘J].DTUA?ESCBClElCZACZFSsFHECZFEV| ﬂ | % ! a | A
= Favorites Took Help %Cunvert v @sam
EnttyChoice || BB # [ Grods e

4 D
wén_ﬂ Boinen COMMON LOGON

The gateway to secure data transactions and mformation

Please enter a School or District CTDS to proceed:

(DS \
'

Copyright © 2002-2006 Arizona Department of Education: M Information Services, All Rights Reserved

6. Click on Student Data to begin (located in the far left column).

~ ADE: Alternate Assessments Ver 2.5 - Windows Internet Explorer

@ L. |_\: https: /jwww.ade.az.govfaltern nts AltHome. asp
Fle Edit View Favorites Tools  Help @;convert ~ [ select
i’:? hr [1 ‘: ADE: Alternate Assessments Ver 2.5 l

Arizona Department
of Education

Select Schoc!
‘ = Documents

EEENSEEM) Final Verification Process
administratsin )
Alternate Assessment Checklist
UEUEebe Y Alternate Assessment Quick Reference Guide
[l Final Verification and Printing Reports

Alternate Academic Content Standards
Math Grade K - High School
Reading K - High School
Science 4 - § - High Schoaol
Writing K - High School

Requirements

4
el e neaper | YDU Must have Adobe Acrobat Reader in order to view and print reports. If you do not have Adobe Acroba

Acknowledgements
The Picture Communication Symbols @ 1981-2007 by Mayer-Johnson LLC. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Used with permizsion.
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7. Click on Add Student to input student information.

Arizona Department

of Education ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS

07-02-04-000

Home

{D7-02-04-126) Washington Elementary School
Student Data

ofk | Add Student

Sais ID

Logout

Data Entry Status

ADE Home | ESS Homs
Copyright & 2004 Arizena Department of Education: Management Information Systems, All Rights Reserved

8. If the student information is already in QR coartmant ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS

place, the next window will be the R ——
Demographic Information Form. '
- = J - -y — [ 5 —_ ]

Primary Disability Classroom Type

SLD - Specific Learming Disability Resource White (Not Hispanic) (W)

Student Attendance

Did student enter at beginning of year? Years at School Years at District
k haos ~

Please choose one_ ¥ Please choose one. Please choose one.. ¥

Teacher
o Name
A Testd0

Programs

[ 504 accommedation [ Braie [ English Leamer Pragram

[ Gifted Education [ Home School [ Large Print

[ Migrant Education Speoal Education O mtle 1.

[ vacational Education

For English Learners and Reclassified Fluent English Proficient Students

| Response _______|
Lavel of English Proviciency English learmers please choose one_ ¥
D i e e re e e [t e Engish laamers. please chaose one.. ¥
In what type of EL Program is the student enrolled?

English leamers. please choose one._

Biingual with Waiver
English leamers. please choose one_ ¥

Plmber of years i the EL Program dentfied i the preious Question, NUdNG 1S TSN | g camers.ploase roose one

ADEHema | ESSHme
Copyright € 2004 Arizana Dapartmant of Education: Management [nformation Systems. All Rights Reserved

9. After submitting the Demographic Information Form, you will be taken back to the Student
List Page. When you are ready to begin the assessment, click on the student’s SAIS ID number.

Arizona Department

of Education ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS

07-02-04-000 ) Mesa Unified District
Home

1 07-02-04-126) Washington Elementary School
Student Data b ) Mickiog "

eeg] Back | Test eligibility | Forms
c D

Sisto Shoover | Wame | bob | Goer | Grdets
! 1 | |

Primary Disability Ethnicity

SLD - Specific Learning Disability Resource White (Not Hispanic) (W)

Student Attondance
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10. Click Forms (located above the SAIS ID number) to begin the assessment.

) chartment ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS

07-02-04-000 ) Mesa Unified District
Home

s @

{07-02-04-126) Washington Elementary School

Sais 1D School Year | Name | ©DOB | Gender | Grade(s) |
I N I A I R
SLD - Specific Learning Disability Resource White (Not Hispanic) (W)
11. Click on the Form to enter
student data for the Performance Arizona Department MT I A I
Tasks and Rater Items, and for of Education ERNATE ASSESEMENTS

students to enter into the multiple

choice items . Asthe forms are Home FoRULT
completed, the status will change il
to complete. Student Data

Fom2  Math - Number Sen

Fom2  Math - Data Analvsis and Probabil

Fom2  Math-Patterns, Alegebra, and Function:
Fom2 Mt Geomelry

Fom2  Math - Measurement and Discrete Mathemalics
Fom2  Math- Structure and Logic

[ Uinbima  isbimn

Test Administration Directions

Incomplete
Incomplete
Incomplete
Incomplete
Incomplete
Incomplete

Tmsnmnlnba

07-02-04-000 ) Mesa Unified District

{0702-04-126) Washington ElmentarySchc

| sish | sdoiver | fme | 008 | Gader | Gokls) |
] /! | | | |



Directions for Multiple Choice Items:
Students will respond to online items with three answer choices.

Multiple Choice Example 1:

| 4 | 5

Multiple Choice Example 2:

Three giraffes wanted to live together. The house was too small.

What should they do?

A B [

6o to the maovie Bulld a bigger house Paint the house
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Directions for Performance Tasks:

Download and carefully read each task prompt and gather the materials necessary to complete the
following tasks before you begin the student assessment.

Record the student’s performance on the data sheets provided. You will enter the information from
the data sheets into the online system when completed. Keep the data sheets for your records.

After prompting the student on each performance task, mark the appropriate box that corresponds to

the student’s response. The appropriate response at each score point is indicated on the data sheet,
following the model below.

e Ascore of 0 indicates the student was not able to correctly perform the task without assistance

or after a single repetition of instruction or redirection.

e Ascore of 1indicates the student responded correctly after the teacher modeled the correct
response or if the student’s answer closely relates to the correct answer.
e Ascore of 2 indicates the student correctly performed the task without assistance or with a

single repetition of instructions or redirection.

After test administration, store all materials, including data sheets, under lock and key. No materials

are to be used for classroom instruction.

Example of a Performance Task Data Sheet:

Test Administration Directions

PERFORMANCE TASKS

ATMS A
GRADE 3 READING
STUDENT NAME DATE
TEACHER
Prompt 0 1 2

1.1Place the books, The Store, The
Zoo, and Schoolin front of the
student. Askthe student to choose
the book that is about animals.
51C4PO5S

The studentisunable to
perform the task.

The student isable to
choose the book titled
TheZoo after the
teacher modelsthe
correct response.

The student chooses
the book titled The
Zoo without
assistance or with 2
single repetition of
instruction ar
redirection

1.2 Read the book, The Zoo, tothe
student. Askthe student to match
the first letter of Tim the Tiger's
name to the corresponding letter
card, S1C4P05

The student is un=ble to
parform tha task.

The student isable to
choose the lettar T
asfter the teacher
maodelsthe correct
response.

The student chooses
the latter "T" without
assistance or with 2
single repetition of
instruction or
redirection.

1.3 Askthe student to describe the
setting for thisstory, S2C1P07

The studentisunable to
perform the task.

The student responds
that the story takes
place in the zoo sfter
the teacher modelsthe
correct response or if
the student describes
another place animals
live.

The student responds
that the story takes
place in the zoo
without assistance or
with 2 single
repetition of
instruction ar
rediraction.

1.4 Askthe student to identify the
main character in the story.
52C1P02

The studentisunable to
perform the task.

The student responds
with another
character'sname or
The student responds
“Tim* or “the Tiger"
after the teacher
modalsthe corract
response.

The student responds
“Tim® or "the Tiger"
without assistance or
with 2 single
repetition of
instructionor
rediraction.

1.5 Askthe student what Tim the
Tiger did first in the story, $2C1P03

The studentisunable to
perform the task.

The student responds
with another event or
the student responds
that “Tim want to
school” after the
teacher modelsthe
correct response.

The student responds
that "Tim went to
school” without
assistance orwith a
single repetition of
instruction ar
rediraction.
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Directions for Rater Items:

Download and carefully read each Rater Item prompt and gather the materials necessary, including the
AIMS A Rating Rubric, before you begin the student assessment.

Record the student’s performance on the data sheets provided. You will enter the information from
the data sheets into the online system when completed. Keep the data sheets for your records.

Scores for this section will be determined by allowing the student to demonstrate the skill or task
described in the prompt using various levels of support or assistance outlined in the Rater Item Scoring
Rubric. In addition to prompts and cues, the teacher may provide objects, shapes, pictures, or
manipulatives familiar to the student to aid in assessing the student’s skill level on each Rater Item.

e Ascore of 4 indicates the student correctly performs the task without assistance or a single
repetition of instructions or refocusing through natural cues (i.e. wait time or cues that happen
naturally in the environment).

e Ascore of 3 indicates the student correctly performs the task with general prompts and a single
cue (i.e. physical/ verbal cues, including auditory cues, objects, tactual cues, visual cues, or sign
language).

e Ascore of 2 indicates the student correctly performs the task with specific prompts and up to 2
cues (i.e. physical/ verbal cues, including auditory cues, objects, tactual cues, visual cues, or sign
language).

e Ascore of 1 indicates the student does not perform the task at Level 2 or provides an incorrect
response despite Level 2 support. Student requires extensive assistance and cannot perform
the task without full adult support (i.e. hand over hand)
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Example of a Rater Item Data Sheet:

RATER ITEMS

AIMS A
GRADE 32 MATH
STUDENT MAME DATE
TEACHER
Prompt Levelof Assistance Score

1. Given three number cards (1, 3, 5), the
student picks the 1.

2. When presented with the number 3, the
student picks up or points to three objects
or manipulatives.

3. Point to the 5 on a number line.

4, The student solves addition probklem
totaling 5. (Using numbers or
chjects/shapes)

5. When presented with a problem student
will select correct operation. (i.e.4 7 1=5)
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Rater Item Scoring Rubric

The student correctly performs
the task without assistance or a
single repetition of instru ns

orrefocusing through natural
cues (i.e. wait time or cues that
happen naturallyin the
environment.)

# The student responds or performs
task correctly when presented as it

iswritten in the instruction or
Rater ltem with the necessary
materials.

Ifthe student does not respond
independently, responds
incorrectly, or does not perform
the requested task when given
adequate wait time, the teacher
repeatsthe instructions and for
refocusesthe student's attention

AIMS A
RATER ITEM SCORING RUBRIC

The student correctly performs
the task with general prompts
and a single cue (i.e. physical/
verbal cues, including auditory
cues, objects, tactual cues,
visual cues, or sign language).

» Ifthe student responds
incarrectly or does not perform
the task at Level4 when given
adequate wait time, the teacher
provides general prompts and
includes a single physical/verbal
cue about the expected response
fromthe student such as:

* Elaborating or providing
additional clarifying
information on directionsor
expected response.
Demonstrating a like response]
such as, “This is a picture of a
dog. Show me a picture of a
cat”

The student correctly performs
the task with spe

and up to 2 cues (i.e. physical/
verbal cues, including auditory
cues, objects, tactual cues,
visual cues, or sign language).

» [fthe student responds
incorrectly or does not perform
the task at Level 3 when given
adequate wait time, the
teacher provides specific
prompts and cues to directthe
student's correctresponse
suchas:

* Modeling exactresponse,
“this is a picture of a dog,
what is this? (Show a
pictures/object
representinga dog.)

o After physically guiding the
student to the correct
response such as using
hand over hand the
student then indicated the
correctanswerin his/her
mode of communication.

The student doe not performthe
task at Level 2 or providesan
incorrect response despite Level 2
support. Student requires
extensive assistance and cannot

adult support (i.e. hand over
hand)

The student then responds correctly

Record a score of 4

The student then responds correctly

Record a score of 3

The student responds correctly
after being given the correct
answer

Record a score of 2

The student does not respond or does
not respond correctly. Teacher
demonstrates response and moves on
to the next event.

Record a score of 1
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Test Monitoring

To ensure test validity and reliability, AIMS A will be monitored by the ADE. If your site is chosen, you
will be notified in advance and will be given training related to this process.

Test Administration Security Procedures
It is unethical and shall be viewed as a violation of test security for any person to:

e disclose or allow to be disclosed the content of any portion of the test before, during, or after
test administration;

e discuss any AIMS A test item before, during, or after test administration;

e use any AIMS A materials for instruction before or after test administration;

e allow students access to test questions prior to testing;

e allow students to share information during test administration;

e report students’ answer choices based on previous experience outside the testing window;

e photocopy, transcribe, or in any way duplicate any part of AIMS A test items for anything other
than test administration;

e fail to store all test materials in a secure area before, during, and after test administration,
including all student data sheets; and

e participate in, direct, aid, counsel, assist in, encourage, or fail to report any violations of these
test administration security procedures.

Test Administrators may not influence student decision in answering questions. They may only aid
access to the test through adaptations. No test item may ever be discussed before, during, or after
test administration.

AIMS A Test Security Agreement

The Special Education Director is responsible for having every AIMS A Test Administrator, personal aide
assigned to a student taking AIMS A, and classroom aide assigned to a room where AIMS A is being
administered to sign the AIMS A Test Security Agreement. The Director will keep the Test Security
Agreements on file for a period of six years.

The form can be found on page 16 and on the Arizona Department of Education Web site at
http://www.ade.state.az.us/ess/SpecialProjects/aims-a/.
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Arizona’s Instrument to Measure Standards
AIMS A Test Security Agreement 2009

| acknowledge that AIMS A is a secure test, and | agree to the following conditions of use to ensure the security
of the test:
1. 1 will take necessary precautions to safeguard test materials.
a. Limit access to persons with a responsible, professional interest in the test’s security.
b. Names of all persons having access to the materials will be kept on file by the special education director.
c. All persons having access to the AIMS A test materials (other than students to whom the test is
administered) will sign the test security agreement.
i. Building administrators will maintain signed agreements of building staff.
ii. Special Education Directors will maintain signed agreements of building administrators.
2. 1 will keep all test materials secure, limiting access to Test Administrators.
a. Test materials will be kept secure until they are actually distributed to students.
b. In no case will students be permitted to remove test materials from the room where testing takes place
except under supervision of staff.
3. | will not examine the AIMS A to determine the content beyond the requirements to administer the test.
a. No content of the test will be disclosed or allowed to be disclosed.
b. No test item will be discussed at any time.
4. After completing the test administration, | will store all testing materials, including student data sheets, in a
secure area.
5. 1 will not use any test materials for instruction before or after test administration.
6. lunderstand the district superintendent or charter operator will develop, distribute, and enforce disciplinary
procedures for the violation of test security by district or agency staff.

Individuals that will be administering the AIMS A for 2009 must also:
e participate in training activities prior to administering the AIMS A;
e review AIMS A Test Administration Directions for 2009 prior to test date;
follow AIMS A Test Administration Directions; and
e secure all AIMS A test materials upon completion of testing, including all student data sheets.

By signing my name to this document, | am assuring my district/charter and the Arizona Department of
Education that | will abide by the above conditions and that anyone | supervise who will have access to the
2009 AIMS A test will also sign a Test Security Agreement.

Signed By:

Printed Name:

Title:

School:

Please return signed copy to your Special Education Director.
All copies will be maintained by administrators for six years.
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AIMS A Contact Information

For general questions, or comments:
AlternateAssessment@azed.gov

Item Development Coordinator
Leila Williams, Ph.D.
(602) 364-2811
Leila.Williams@azed.gov

Data Analysis Coordinator
Danielle Gordon
(602) 364-2812
Danielle.Gordon@azed.gov

Administrative Assistant Ill
Jennifer Fogus
(602) 364-8239
Jennifer.Fogus@azed.gov

The contents of this publication were developed with funds allocated by the U.S. Department of Education under the Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act 2004, Part B. These contents do not necessarily represent the guideline of the agency, nor should endorsement
by the federal government be assumed.
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The Arizona Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, sexual
orientation or age in its programs, activities, or in its hiring and employment practices.

The following division has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Administrative Services, 1535 W.
Jefferson, Phoenix, AZ 85007, Phone: (602) 542-3186, Fax: (602)542-3073.
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